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Meeting
Good afternoon, my name is Mandy McGarvey, and I'll be your Webex host for today’s Novitas Solutions and First Coast Service Options Contractor Advisory Committee meeting on Multiparametric MRI in non-alcoholic fatty liver disease. Before we get started, I do just want to take a moment to remind everyone that today's meeting is being recorded. The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services require MACs to record each Contractor Advisory Committee meeting and ensure that the recording is maintained on their contractor website. In order to comply with CMS guidelines, as well as state record laws and federal wiretapping laws. Please be aware that Novitas Solutions and First Coast Service Options are recording this virtual CAC meeting. By remaining logged in and connected via webinar, you acknowledge that you have been made aware that the virtual CAC meeting is being recorded and you are consenting to the recording. If you do not consent to being recorded, please disconnect from this virtual CAC meeting. Otherwise, your continued connection to this CAC virtual meeting constitutes your consent to this recording. This meeting is open to the public to observe. CAC members participating in today's meeting have signed conflict of interest and disclosure to publish forms on file. At this time, I'm going to go ahead and turn things over to today's host, Contractor Medical Director, Dr. Jyme Schafer. Dr. Schafer?
Thank you, Mandy. I want to welcome everyone to this CAC meeting. Next slide, please. Thanks. And I just want to also mention my colleagues, Dr. Andrew Bloschichak, he's the Executive CMD at Novitas, Dr. Juan Schaening, he's the Executive CMD at First Coast, Dr. Alicia Campbell and Dr. Leslie Stevens, thank you. So the purpose of today's meeting is to discuss new technology, the Multiparametric MRI and non-parametric in non-alcoholic fatty liver disease. And also there's the two new CPT codes, that we know they're coming here July 1st, 0648T and 0649T. So we want to obtain CAC members' opinions and expertise. We want to examine the associated clinical uses and improved health outcomes in the Medicare population, and we'll consider the necessity of a local coverage determination to provide clear clinical expectations.
Next slide, please. The introductory background here, the NAFLD affects about 25 to 30 percent of the adult population, so this includes simple fatty liver or fat accumulation in hepatocytes is the main histological characteristic and non-alcoholic steatohepatitis. So currently, liver biopsy is a standard to differentiate between hepatic steatosis and steatohepatitis. Non-invasive, reliable methods for this determination would seem to be an improvement in care. Our focus is Multiparametric MRI imaging in patients with NAFLD. So we did provide to the CAC members a bibliography list, and this is just a couple of slides for those. So we'll start into the discussion now with the CAC members, thank you. So I want to remind folks that today, our goal is to facilitate a lively and thorough discussion. So as we move through the questions, please feel free to unmute your phone line and make a comment. And we really want to encourage an open dialogue today, and please share your thoughts with us, thank you.
So we'll start now with the questions for our CAC members. So the first question, please discuss your confidence in the reported performance characteristics of this technology? Do I have any comments from CAC members on this? All right. So, question 2, so any any comments in regard to similar technologies, or opinions on this technology from CAC members, thank you? Okay. Question 2, applications could include diagnosis, risk stratification, treatment triage, and monitoring fatty liver disease. Can you please describe and discuss what you see as the use of this technology in each situation? Does, do any of the CAC members have any experience with Multiparametric MRI at all? So nobody's had any experience with this technology? Any thoughts on the patient selection criteria?
[silence]
Okay. So if there's any thoughts or opinions on these questions-- is there a problem with muting your phone line? If there is, let us see here. All right. I know we do have a couple of CAC members on here, so perhaps they haven't had experience with this technology. Any ideas of the technology will take place of any other imaging tests? Anybody have experience with MRE? No?
Hi, this is Dr. Shiva Gupta from Texas. I'm a radiologist in Houston. The one thing that I can say is that in terms of the category III codes, much of the literature listed in the bibliography was reviewed when creating the Multiparametric MR quantification codes, which are category III codes. So this literature was used to support the Category III codes and did pass for development of the category III codes. And unfortunately, I personally don't have experience with the technology, but I do have that much information, that much of the bibliography was part of the passage of the Category III codes related to this technology.
Okay. Have you heard of any of your colleagues having experience with this technology?
Unfortunately, I have not. I did seek out from a few people, and I was unsuccessful.
So thank you for inquiring about this. So we'll move on here to the next question, number 5. Are there similar technologies available or on the horizon for the assessment of liver characteristics? One is Hepatica. Any other additional applications that anyone is aware of in the assessment of the liver? All right. So it sounds like there's not a lot of experience with this technology. So I will go ahead for the sake of having these questions, review them. Will this technology replace the need for liver biopsies in certain circumstances? Any comments? Does anybody have experience-- so I think I asked this question previously, does anybody have experience with, for instance, Multiparametric MRI of the prostate? No. Okay. So number 7, are there special concerns related to the use of this technology in the Medicare population? Please feel free to to voice your opinion. Okay. Number 8, how will patient outcomes be improved, or how do you see patients benefiting from this technology? Any ideas or opinions?
[silence]
All right. So what are the barriers to using this technology? Any ideas about if you'll use technology in your practice, or the potential, if you're not in this field, a similar application in another field? Okay. Number 11, will there be a potential for overutilization of this technology? All right. No comments. Will this technology be used for liver health screening in patients who do not meet the patient selection criteria that, well we didn't discuss them? Ideas? Should this technology be limited to certain types of ordering providers? Special training? Any comments on that? Any opinions? Do you see any application of this technology is broader than fatty liver disease?
[silence]
Do you believe there is a medical policy needed, if so, why? Okay. Are there any comments from any of the CAC members, anything that you'd like to share with us? Any comments?
Dr. Schafer, hi, it's Dr. Bloschichak. I would like to comment to those who participated. Obviously, this is new technology, and not a whole lot of experience, but it is very important for us to get the opinion of the practicing physicians and providers. And so, to that extent, I'd ask those CAC members that have joined, as well as we'll be reaching out to all CAC members, but we would like them to disseminate some of these questions and concerns we posed and provide us feedback. We understand that new technology can sometimes be difficult, but it's important for us to really provide access to the care that we want to provide access for. So please do circulate our concept and provide us with comments you receive. Thanks, Dr. Schafer.
And thank you, Dr. Bloschichak. Last call, any further comments from our CAC members, or any of the other CMDs? All right. Well, thank you, everyone. It was a very quick meeting. Have a great day.


